LA PORTE ISD
AG BARN CONTRACT
RULES & REGULATIONS




Revised 05/22
Agriculture Science Center – Barn Facility Rules 


The La Porte Agriculture Science Center is located on 2015A Sens Road in La Porte, TX 77571.   The purpose of the Center is to allow FFA members to utilize the facility for their Supervised Agricultural Experience Programs (SAEPs). 
	In order for all parties to best utilize the facility and to keep our program more reputable than others, there are rules and guidelines which must be enforced.  To ensure compliance, La Porte ISD employees including Agriculture Science Teachers (AST’s), facility managers and administrators will monitor and manage the facility.	
It is our goal as a district to set, monitor and continuously improve a strict set of rules and guidelines to be followed.  If everyone will take to the rules and follow them, we will be able to ensure a safe, educational and fun atmosphere that is conducive to learning.


All participants must comply with the following criteria.

 I.  General Rules & Eligibility
1. Students who attend La Porte Independent School District and who are La Porte FFA and Jr. FFA members in good standing will be eligible for the opportunity to house a project at the La Porte ISD Ag Science Center.  
1. Animals that will be allowed to be housed will consist of the following:  cattle, sheep, goats, swine, and poultry.  Any exception must be granted by the Agriculture Science Teacher (AST).
1. The La Porte ISD Barn is located on school property; therefore, ALL SCHOOL POLICIES APPLY TO EVERYONE; including students, guests, and parents  (see Student Code of Conduct Handbook as well as all District and Campus Policies and handbooks)
1. At no time can LPISD, La Porte FFA, La Porte AST’s, nor any other school official be held liable for injury to or death of an animal project.  These individuals will not be held liable for any injury to a student, student’s guests or family members while at the La Porte ISD Facility.  *Any injuries or hazards should be reported to the AST immediately.  
1. Our facility is intended for La Porte Independent School District students only.  
1. Only students and family who house projects at the facility are allowed access to the facility.  Anyone else must be accompanied as outlined in Rule 7.
1. Students may NOT bring any guests to the LPISD barn, including trailering or hauling animals off premises, unless approved by the advisors. The student will have the option to list a maximum of (8) immediate family/guardian(s) for approval to be allowed to assist or visit them at the LPISD Barn. Any student who has been removed/evicted/banned from the La Porte Ag barn, including immediate family members, are not allowed on the barn premises for any reason. 
1. Students must have their immediate family listed and approved in the appropriate form 
1. Students caught with a guest (Including trailering/hauling of animals) at the LPISD Barn other than immediate family/guardian(s) will have (5) points removed from their barn points. The second occurrence will result in an additional (5) points and automatic removal of all animals, along with themselves and all barn privileges from the LPISD barn for the remainder of that school year. 
1. Any student who does not have an animal in the Ag barn and is caught on the Ag Barn grounds without permission will be turned into the school administrators to be dealt with accordingly.
1. Before moving a project into the barn a student must obtain permission from the Ag Science Teacher at least one week in advance and pay all fees in full that are associated with that project.
1. If the student is out of town or an emergency may rise where the student or immediate family cannot care for the student’s project, it MUST be cared for by another student or family that is currently in the LPISD Barn. 
1. Barn contracts end May 1st. Barn contracts start when you enter an animal into the LPISD barn after May 1st. You MUST have prior approval and all barn stall fees paid before moving your animal into the LPISD Barn. 
1. Breeders of the students’ animals can be allowed into the facility, but MUST notify Mrs. Hicks and species advisor, as the species advisor MUST be represented during the visit. Each student must complete the Breeder Request form and have the approval of his or her species advisor and the Head Ag Teacher a week before the Barn-clean. All breeders must complete a Volunteer form and complete an online background check. You can access the Background check system via www.lpisd.org. Click the volunteers and applicants tab on the left, and register as a new user. (The background check is goof for one year)
1.  Cattle stalls are $175, Turkey Stall $85, Chicken Stall $55 and lamb, goat, pig stalls are $85 per growing season.  

II. Facility Hours & Curfew
1. The Agriculture Science Center / Barn Facility hours will be as follows. 
New times for the LPISD Ag barn
-Monday –Friday 5:00am-9:00am and 3pm-9pm Saturday and Sunday 4:00 am – 9 pm    
-If you are going to be earlier or later than these times you MUST contact your species advisor
1. Barn gates should remain closed at all times.
1. Barn access cards will only work during these times
1. Barn access cards are the student’s ID’s 

III. Facility Rules
1. Maximum speed limit inside the LPISD Agriculture Science and Operations Center is 15 mph. 
1. Parking should be in designated areas only. There should be no parking off of pavement or gravel areas. Maximum time allowed to load/unload in the pull through area is 10 minutes, no exceptions.
1. Vehicles other than the ag tractor are not permitted inside the barn or into the road leading to the pastures.
1. You are responsible for your immediate family.  You can be held liable for misconduct of your immediate family members.
1. Please help to make sure that all trash finds its place in the trash cans.
1. Trash cans are for TRASH ONLY, no manure, shavings, or feed should be dumped into the Trash cans. Animal feed and large trash items are to be disposed of in the dumpster. 
1. All Manure removed from animal stalls or alley ways is to be dumped in the roll-off dumpster ONLY. Dumping of manure anywhere else will result in a loss of (4) barn points. Trash must be disposed in small dumpster. 
1. Report any curfew violations or defacing of property to AST’s.
1. Defacing of school property will not be tolerated.  Destruction of property will result in immediate eviction from Ag Center and that person will be held liable for the costs of any damages.
1. Stall decorations of any kind are not permitted.
1.  There will be no ATVs on the grounds of the Ag Barn.  
1. Permission to have a pet at the barn must be granted by an Ag teacher. 
1. The AST’s are the official enforcers of all barn rules and procedures.  They are the only ones who have the ability to change or alter these rules to meet the needs of the program.  All decisions will be made in the best interest of the program.  At any given time the AST may have to designate someone to oversee functions or events.  Please do not ask us to make exceptions to any rule!!
1. All immediate family members unless employed by LPISD or a current student of LPISD, must complete a Volunteer form and complete an online background check. You can access the Background check system via www.lpisd.org. Click the volunteers and applicants tab on the left, and register as a new user. (The background check is goof for one year)
1. No heat lamps or additional lights of any kind will be permitted in lamb or goat stalls.  Only red heat lamp bulbs will be allowed in swine stalls.  Heat bulbs for swine are to be used overnight only and must be turned off during the day.
1. The international Fire Code allows UL LISTED (with a tag) surge protectors with a breaker to be used with appliances. Fans are appliances. The surge protector can be of any length and multiple fans can be plugged in to it, however it must be have a breaker. (button on the side to push and reset if it trips). The surge protector must be plugged directly into the outlet. You may not “daisy chain” surge protectors. Meaning you can’t plug one into another and another to reach the destination you would like to achieve
1. No tarps will be allowed inside pens at the barn due to security issues.
1. Any Veterinarian may come to the LPISD facility with approval by your species advisor. 
1. Students will make Advisors aware any time their animal leaves the ag faculty for any reason and where the animals are going. If false information is given to the advisors, they students project will not be allowed back into the facility. 
1. LPISD Crate/Carrier for Back of Truck Restrictions
-Parents/students are ONLY allowed to use the Crate/Carrier to pick up their livestock animal for the growing season, Vet Appointment (Details and Receipt sent to Mrs. Hicks), and Prospect Show (details and pic sent to Mrs. Hicks)
-They must contact Mrs. Hicks before they use the Crate/Carrier for APPROVAL 
-Use without permission results in Automatic removal of the facility  
- cages needs to be strapped down properly with rachet straps
- You MUST tie something around the door
-When you haul your animal in one of the carriers it becomes your responsibly of the cage and animal.
- If a cage becomes missing, you will be charged the amount of a new cage. 
· QR codes must be completed twice a day AM/PM
-1/2 point per QR code not completed
-QR code must be completed while at the LPISD Ag Barn Facility 
· Livestock Animals MUST be Feed Twice a day AM/PM
-If you miss a feeding, it will result in two barn points
-If you miss more than 4 feedings, your animal will be removed from the LPISD Ag Barn in 48 hours, ear tags will be cut out by the species advisor, and you will lose privileges to show your livestock project under La Porte FFA
· Parent or Student who keeps animal at LPISD Ag Barn- Any complaints on driving once entered into the LPISD facility
-1st offense- warning and call to parent
-2nd offense- 5 barn points
-3rd offense- Animal & Student immediately removed from the facility 
· Ride to Ag Barn- Not parent or guardian 
-1st offense- warning and call to student’s parent and “ride” not allowed into the facility- Must stay in vehicle  
-2nd offense- Not allowed


IV. Animal Care & Housing Procedures
1. The student is required to remove all projects from the Barn Facility (barn and pasture) within two weeks after their respective show unless otherwise directed by an AST.  This rule applies to all, including heifers that are over the age of 30 months.
1. Animals should not be brought into the barn without prior approval. The Ag Center is not a boarding facility.  Any animals left on site without prior approval will be removed immediately. 
1. Keep all gates closed at all times. This includes wash racks, locker rooms, arena gates, pasture gates, etc. If gates are constantly being left open the ASTs have the right to regulate usage of the areas by locking them.
1. A stall clean out fine will be imposed on those students who do not have their stall(s) cleaned out by the posted deadline.  The AST will post the date for stalls to be cleaned out for each growing period.  The stall clean out fine will be $75.00 per stall and the student will be placed on the fine/fee list at their appropriate LPISD Campus.  District policies apply and will be strictly enforced. 
1. Once a student has been placed on the fine/fee list for failure to clean out their stall, the student will lose raising privileges for the next school year.
1. Animal Death- If an animal project dies at the Agriculture Facility, it is the student’s/parent’s responsibility to remove the animal carcass within two (2) hours of being notified of it’s existence. If the carcass is not removed within two (2) hours, the service will be provided at the expense of the animal’s owner. Dumping dead animals in the dumpster will result in eviction from the facility. It is the owner’s choice and expense if they would like an autopsy done on the animal after death.
1. ALL animals must be fed, watered and pens cleaned twice a day by the STUDENT 90% of the time  These project are STUDENT LEAD PROJECTS, NOT BY THE PARENTS. 
1. Through the use of a SAE Visitation Forms, the AST will warn the student in the event that care is being neglected.  If neglect continues, the parent will be notified of the neglect.  If unacceptable conditions persist after parent notification, student and animal will be evicted.  The student has 48 hrs from notice of eviction to remove animals; if not removed, animals will be relocated as seen appropriate by AST.  
1. An evicted student will lose all privileges to obtain a stall in the barn for the next school year. 
1. Do not handle or feed anyone else’s project without permission from that person or an AST.  (Do not feed, water or move.)
1. Wash animals at designated wash racks only.
1. Turn water off and roll up all water hoses and return tools to proper area when finished.  Everything has its place, please put it back.
1. Remove all manure from trim stands, alley ways, exercise arena, and wash racks when completed. Those student caught not cleaning up after their animals will lose privileges.
1. Dump all water containers in wash rack area and keep excess feed picked up to help prevent flies.
1. When an animal is not in its stall, droppings are to be cleaned up promptly and taken to manure pile.
1. No project should be left unattended in aisles.
1. No animals will be allowed outside the fenced perimeter without permission.
1. All cattle and sheep/goats must be haltered when not in stall or turnout. No animals will be left unattended in exercise arena.
1. Individual stall locks will not be permitted. This is for the safety of your animal in an emergency.
1. Hanging show boxes will be allowed in the barn in the pig stalls only. The show boxes will have to be hung and secured inside the stall. They will not be permitted on the outside of a stall. Due to the chance of injury the hanging show boxes will NOT be permitted in the lamb/goat stalls or cattle stalls.  Students will be assigned a feed locker to keep buckets, feeders, and other equipment. All of these items should be properly stored in student locker, and not hung on the gates or outer panels of the stalls. Locks will NOT be provided. 
1. Do not block breaker boxes, doorways or aisles.  (By order of the Fire Marshal.)
1. Do not stand or sit on any gates.  This ruins hinges and latches
1. Report broken or stolen equipment immediately.  
1. All wheelbarrows will be emptied after each use in the designated location.
1. No Alcohol, tobacco products, firearms, or weapons of any kind are allowed on the property. (STATE LAW) This applies to all students, guests, and parents.
1. No glass containers allowed.
1. Barn space will be available for La Porte Livestock Show projects first.  FFA scramble projects will have the same priority as La Porte Livestock Show.  Barn space will be divided into two feeding periods.  They will be County Show feeding period Jan. 1- Oct 31 and La Porte/Major feeding period June 1 – April 15. Second stalls assignments for Major livestock animal, Pasadena Steers, or 2nd LP livestock animal will be assigned in this order seniors, juniors, sophomores, freshman, then Jr. FFA. Then if space is still available third pen assignments for a Major livestock animal, LP 2nd or 3rd livestock animal, or Pasadena Steers will be assigned in this order seniors, juniors, sophomores, freshman, then Jr. FFA. 
1. Due to the limited availability of space Pasadena Livestock Animals are not allowed into the LPISD Barn until after the La Porte Livestock Show concludes. If there is no space in the barn, Pasadena steers are allowed in the back pasture till the conclusion of La Porte Livestock Show. 
1. If space is available for Pasadena steer stalls in the barn, they may be used as a second animal choice inside the barn instead of a major animal. 
1. Closed toed shoes must be worn at all times when handling animals.  NO FLIPFLOPS or OPEN TOED SHOES. Also, ALL STUDENTS MUST WEAR APPROPRIATE CLOTHING TO THE BARN. This will result in a removal of (2) barn points per incident. This is for the safety of the students. 
1. Students will need to provide their own blades to clippers, except for the majors, Pasadena or LPLSRA. These clippers and blades will be provided by the species advisor. One sets of big clippers will be kept at the barn at all times, without blades.  
1. Barn Clean ups will be MANDATORY. You must attend ONE each month or 3 barn points will be deducted. If you are 10 minutes late or more you will not get credit for the barn clean-up that day
1. Mandatory Final Clean-up after PLSR and LPLSRA. If you are a no show or late past 10 minutes than a $100 fee will be added to your student fines. NO EXCEPTIONS
1. Students are required to attend ONE clinic per month with an Ag teacher. Clinics are done weekly by the species advisor 
V. Terms and Conditions/Consequences
1. The La Porte FFA and La Porte Independent School District reserves the right to remove any animal from the facilities immediately if any one of the following conditions exists.
0. Animal abuse or neglect of any form
0. Diseased or infected animals
0. Animals that are unsafe to handle
0. Students failing to observe rules
0. Animals not being fed for show purposes
0. Student is no longer in program
If the student fails to abide by any of the rules in this packet, actions can be taken to remove the animal and/or ban any future agriculture facility privileges.  The student is subject to disciplinary action for failure to comply with these rules and guidelines.  
If the parent fails to abide by any of the rules in this packet, actions can be taken to remove that person and/ or ban any future agriculture facility privileges.  

VI. Disciplinary Action / Eviction  
The following is the process that will be followed to enforce disciplinary action*
1. Written warning issued by an AST and Point Deduction.
1. Teacher/Student/Parent conference and Point Deduction
1. Removal of project from the Barn Facility.
*Persistent misbehavior and violation of rules, as well as major infractions of school, facility or student code of conduct rules while at the Agriculture Science Center may result in immediate eviction, as deemed appropriate by La Porte ISD administration.

VII. Conflict Clause: If you or a family member is the source of strife or conflict at the LPISD barn, you and your project may be removed. Failure to comply will result in denied approval to participate at livestock shows, followed by loss of membership from the La Porte FFA Chapter.

VII Adaption Clause: In the rare case that there is a discipline issue not covered by the LPISD Barn rules, the agriculture science teachers will adapt rules to deal with the situation via guidance of the LPISD administration. Simply claiming “it’s not in the rules” is not an excuse for poor behavior. The LPISD barn is a part of our FFA program and extension of the school campus. Therefore, the same rules outlined by the school and district that you are required to acknowledge and sign for at the beginning of each school year, are always observed. A serious violation could result in a recommendation for immediate removal from the Complex and FFA Program.


VIII. Student Behavior
1. Students are expected to act in a professional manner at all times at the Ag Center.  Any activities which endanger the health or physical wellbeing of students/parents/teachers/manager/facility or animals, will not be permitted.
1. Loitering or other activities not directly related to the furtherance of the SAEP will not be permitted on school grounds.


Barn Cleanliness Procedures

Maintaining a Clean and Healthy environment for each animal project should always be your top priority. In order for the Ag Science teachers to ensure that all animals are maintained properly, you may find an SAE Visitation form on your clipboard from time to time. This form may be to advise you of a feeding change that may be required for your animal as well as if an unsanitary stall needs to be cleaned. Cleaning the stall must take place within 48 hours of notice or it will result in a Barn point deduction (see Barn Points Policy for further details). Forms may also be used to notify you of point deductions.

Steps to complete if you receive a SAE Visitation Form;

1. Sign the student signature line on the form.
1. Tear off the Yellow carbon copy and turn it in to the box by the Teacher Office. Student should keep white copy for their records
1. Address the issue as outlined on the SAE Visitation Form, and contact the Ag Teacher if you have any questions.
1. Failure to address issues that affect the animals health, including stall sanitation, animal illness, animal neglect, etc. may result in immediate eviction from the La Porte FFA Barn


Main Barn 

Students will be required to buy a metal licenses plate per stall: needs to include students name and parent or student numbers. This sign will be used on each pen while you are in the LPISD Ag Barn. The sign will be yours. 

Cattle Barn

Students are required to buy a hay bag for their open hay to help with all the loose hay in the feed room. They are $35 from Custom Award, this includes your own customizing. This will belong to the student. 




· 


Barn Points Policy

1. Everyone begins with 10 points.  This is on a per student basis regardless of the number of animals a student might have in the facility.

2. Each guideline and/or rule that a student fails to follow will result in a consequence of a .5 to 5 point deduction from the original total.  Examples include but are not limited to:
1. Failure to complete barn chore
1. Failure to properly clean area (pen and outside pen)
1. Empty water bucket
1. Reckless driving/parking violations
1. Inappropriate behavior / Horseplay in facility
1. Dumping manure anywhere other than the dumpster without permission
1. Failure to follow any stated rules of Facility

3. In Extreme cases point deductions could be increased due to the severity of the offence. These point values will be determined by the AST as seen appropriate.


1. Parents/Guardians will be notified by phone or email when a student’s point total reaches 6.

1. Parents/Guardians and School Administration will be notified by phone or email when a student’s point total reaches 2.

If your barn points reach 0 or below, you will be evicted from the Ag Center and will not be allowed to house at the facility for 1 full year.

1. Students may earn a maximum of 5 points back during the growing season.  All activities for additional points must be approved by an AST before beginning.  Examples include but are not limited to:
2. Cleaning extra stalls 
2. Cleaning Manure Dump Area
2. Collecting Trash
2. Cleaning Drains 
2. Other activities as determined by Ag Teachers


Students can be evicted at the discretion of the Ag Teachers if any of the following occur; Examples include but are not limited to:
1. Loss of all 10 barn points under the Barn Cleanliness contract
1. Failure to maintain a clean and healthy environment for the animal project(s)
1. Reckless driving/parking violations
1. Inappropriate behavior / Horseplay in facility
1. Failure to follow any stated rules of Facility or neglectful animals 




Contact Information

La Porte ISD Agriculture Science Center
2015A Sens Road
La Porte, TX	77571

Agriculture Science Teachers / FFA Advisors
Carrie Hicks
Department Chair
281-604-7658

DeAnna Morris 
281-604-7736

	Erika Espitia
281-604-7698








In the event of an emergency a veterinarian should be contacted.


      La Porte ISD Agriculture Science Center Usage Agreement 
2023-2024
By signing this document, I agree to the following terms…

Student…
I agree to abide by the rules and criteria set forth in the La Porte ISD Barn Facility Rules that I have received.  I have read them and I understand them.  I agree to pay all fees associated with the use of a stall from LPISD as well as the expenses associated with my project. I also understand the point systems and an aware of my responsibilities in the Ag barn.  I agree to conduct myself in a professional manner at all times and work to maintain the La Porte ISD Barn Facility, so that it is a clean healthy environment for all. 

This document is binding and non-negotiable.
Student's Printed Name __________________________________
Student's Signature ____________________________________ 

Parent / Legal Guardian…
I agree to abide by the rules and criteria set forth on the La Porte ISD Barn Facility Rules that I have received.  I have read them and I understand them.  I agree to pay all fees associated with the use of a stall from LPISD as well as the expenses associated with my child's project.  I release LPISD and its employees or volunteers from any liability for injury that my child, my guests or I may sustain by participating in activities at the LPISD Agriculture Science Center.  I also agree to monitor my student for compliance with the above stated rules.

This document is binding and non-negotiable.
Parent's Printed Name(s) __________________________________
Parent's / Legal Guardian Signature(s) _____________________________
					            _____________________________


I __________________________ (student name) understand that only immediate family members are allowed at the barn, as they are allowed to be there to assist me ONLY. I understand if my immediate family member is assisting other students in the barn they will be automatically removed from the facility for that school year. They will have to have approval to come back into facility from the Ag Teachers.  
Immediate Family List Description: This includes brother, sister, step-brother, step-sister, mom, dad, step-mom, step-dad, grandparents. This does NOT include breeder, fitters, feeders, close family members, Aunts, Uncles, close family friends, student’s boyfriend, student’s girlfriend. 
Immediate Family List						Relation
1. __________________________			_________________________
2. __________________________			_________________________
3. __________________________			_________________________
4. __________________________			_________________________
5. __________________________			_________________________
6. __________________________			_________________________
7. __________________________			_________________________
8. __________________________			_________________________
I agree to only have these immediate family members at the LPISD barn. I am aware if a guest other than the immediate family/guardian(s) listed, I will have (5) points removed from my barn points. The second occurrence will result in an additional (5) points and automatic removal of all of my animals, along with myself and all my barn privileges from the LPISD barn for the remainder of that school year.
Student Signature___________________________________________________
Date_____________________________________________________________
Advisor Approval_________________________________________________
Request Breeder Form


Student name:______________________________________________________

Breeder name:______________________________________________________

Species requesting:__________________________________________________

Date and Time Request Barn Clean dates:______________________________________________

Reasoning for breeders visit:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Date Submitted (At least a Week Prior)_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I understand I am responsible for my breeder’s actions. Each breeder must be respectful to the LPISD barn, also to the species advisors at all times. If the breeder fails to follow the LPISD barn rules or displays any disrespect to any advisor or student, they will be denied access to the facility. 
Student Signature________________________________________________
Species Advisor approval Signature_____________________________________
Head Ag Teacher approval Signature__________________________________
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